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Dio's Rome. An Historical Narrative Originally Composed in Greek 
during the Reigns of Septimius Severus, Geta and Caracalla, 
Macrinus, Elagabalus, and Alexander Severus, and now Pre- 
sented in English Form by Herbert Baldwin Foster. Troy, 
N. Y.: Pafraets Book Co., 1905-6. $9.00 or $1 .50 per vol. 

A translation of Dio Cassius, or Cassius Dio as the author with good reason 
prefers to call him, is a boon to the student of Roman history who knows little 
or no Greek, and will be welcomed by many also whose acquaintance with the 
language is more familiar. To undertake the task required courage, both on 
account of the extent of the original and because of the condition in which it has 
come down to us. Professor Foster's translation fills six stout volumes, and one 
might wish that it had been given less liberal margins and somewhat smaller type. 
It could then have been confined to four volumes, as originally announced, and 
would have been more accessible to the members of a poor but honest profession. 
The first volume contains an Introduction, which gives a very clear account of 
the life of the historian, and of the fate of his work, together with information 
about the MSS, a bibliography of the more recent books, and a list of the articles 
which appeared in periodicals between 1884 and 1894. This is followed by the 
epitome of books i-xxi by Zonaras, in which the portions which are supposed to 
give Dio's own words are printed in capital letters, and the fragments of xxii-xxxv. 
Volumes II-V contain books xxv-lxvi, while Volume VI has the remaining books 
and the fragments of i-xxi, according to the arrangement of Melber. The writer 
seems to have become wearied as he approached the end of his task, for the Glos- 
sary of Latin Terms, announced on the title-page, is not to be found, and the 
General Index seems to have been hastily made. It is not complete, for one 
looks in vain, among other things, for Dio's own name, and under "Colossus" 
there is no reference to v. 301. There is inconsistency in spelling (cf. Calupso and 
Adrymetum), and "Q. C. Longinus" for Q. Cassius Longinus and "Pub. Sittius" 
are, to say the least, unusual. There are also many misprints; for example 
Aquae Cutihae, Bicillis, Brigantum, Corbuls, Lentullus, Lex Pappist Poppaea, 
Mammae, Odipus, Philopoemem, and Quindecimvri. 

The arrangement of the books does not seem to be in all cases according to 
the plan stated in the Introduction. On p. 5, for example, it is said that the 
facts about Dio's reason for writing his history are given in "what is now the 
twenty-third chapter of the seventy-second book." One who is familiar with the 
original has no difficulty in running these facts down, but one who was not would 
not easily trace them to lxxiii. 23, especially since he would look in vain for Dio in 
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the index. The method of anglicizing only familiar proper names is a difficult one 
to carry out; one would surely expect Lucan rather than Lucanus. 

But these are minor defects. Professor Foster has certainly given us a trans- 
lation which may be read with pleasure, for his eccentricities of style and of diction 
rather entertain the weary wayfarer; and, so far as the reviewer has been able to 
test it, it is an accurate translation. One might wish that other scholars would 
give us translations of important writers instead of adding to the great number 
of school and college editions already on the market. 

The volumes are handsomely bound and well printed. Outside of the index 
misprints are few in number and mostly confined to the Greek words in the occa- 
sional footnotes on textual variants. 
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A Supplementary Latin Composition. By H. C. Nutting. Revised 
and enlarged Edition. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1906. Pp. 
viii + 135. $0.80. 

This revision is so superior to the first edition that it is practically a new work. 
As its title suggests, the book aims to supplement the manuals now in vogue, not 
to supplant them. It offers the upper classes of secondary schools a series of 
review tests to be used after completing the regular textbook in Latin composi- 
tion. The contents include a grammatical introduction, thirty-two lessons of 
isolated sentences, and forty of connected discourse with appropriate vocabularies 
at the end. 

The grammatical introduction presents an admirable summary of the most 
important principles of Latin syntax. References are given to the grammars in 
common use, but in many instances the author also propounds an independent 
rule, incorporating therein the latest deductions of scientific investigators. We 
have here therefore a more advanced scholarship than is generally found in the 
school grammars. Rule 84, however, is true of the active voice only. To Rule 
31 we shall find numerous exceptions in the literature; but Professor Nutting 
gives merely a brief statement of a general principle, wisely leaving it to the 
authors of more elaborate works to state the limitations of the rule. Again, Rule 
18 is not to be restricted to those clauses only in which "the subject of the sentence 
is an infinitive." 

The lessons containing the isolated sentences are grouped in six sections, each 
of which offers material for a complete grammatical review. The forty lessons 
of connected discourse tell the story of Catiline's life in extmso. Choice English is 
used in all the exercises, and the book is exceptionally free from typographical errors. 

The principal parts of irregular verbs are given in a separate list, compounds 
being entered under the simple verb. For the most part the footnotes and vocabu- 
lary give the learner sufficient help for his proper guidance and encouragement, 
but some of the former seem superfluous, as they merely repeat idioms that are 



